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From Academic Press : Encyclopedia of Fishes, Second Edition (Natural World)  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Encyclopedia of Fishes, Second Edition (Natural 
World): 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Awesome!By laneI am by no means a marine biologist. I don't 
particularly think that that is who this book is geared to. I'm just a high school student that has an interest in nature and 
the physical world. So why did I give it 5 stars? This book is extremely informative. I read it cover to cover and was 
incredibly surprised by my knowledge (or lack there of) over marine life. I loved this book. It's not really for people 
that do not appreciate learning as it is pretty wordy and I couldn't pronounce any of the scientific names of the fish. 
But it is appealing. My little brother enjoyed looking at it just for the pictures, as there are a lot of pictures, and I have 
to admit I found myself just looking at the pictures from time to time. I gave this book 5 stars because it came to quick 
and was in really good condition. It was super informative and I learned a lot. It far surpassed any hopes I had for it 
and I'm glad I spent the money!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A fabulous book of sea creaturesBy 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0125476655


K.K.This fantastic book is chock full of gorgeous photos of a huge variety of fish that are breathtaking to look at with 
fun facts to read about, Great to share with children. I also use it to inspire my adult coloring.1 of 1 people found the 
following review helpful. Great looking and informativeBy Susan E ScullyThis is an older book but the copy we 
received is in good condition and very usable for the information we need.

With more than 20,000 species, fishes are by far the most numerous group of all vertebrates. They are also the earliest 
group of backboned animals having evolved in the seas almost 500 million years ago. While they remain confined to 
water, fishes in all their variety now exist in an extraordinarily diverse range of habitats. Magnificently illustrated with 
more than 200 spectacular color photographs and 150 original illustrations, diagrams, and maps, this indispensable 
encyclopedia reveals the fascinating world of fishes in an authoritative and stimulating way. The highly readable text, 
written by leading experts from around the world, incorporates the most recent scientific research and presents a 
comprehensive and up-to-date overview of the complex, diverse, and often bizarre lives of fishes. Key Features* 
Magnificently illustrated in full color* Includes hundreds of color photographs and meticulously researched diagrams 
and maps* Written by an international team of world recognized authorities

"Trapped in the body of this coffee-table book one can find, it's format and beauty notwithstanding, a legitimate 
reference source. The text stresses the mystifying diversity and adaptability of fishes, while reminding us of their 
vulnerability. The 24,000 species of fish comprise both the numerous and the earliest of the earth's vertebrates, and 
this book inspires awe through colorful illustrations and anecdotes. The style is nontechnical and should appeal to all 
ages, even elementary students." --CHOICE"High-school, public, and academic libraries needing to fill out their 
collections on animals will want to consider one or more of these attractive and affordable books." --BOOKLIST 
(March 1999)"...enthuses about the enormous variety and fascination of fishes, their importance in aquatic ecology, 
and the threats facing them. For no other reason, this book deserves support. If it can go any way toward opening the 
mysteries of fishes to a wider public it is performing a valuable service. The combination of beautiful and dramatic 
pictures with good science is always a winner." --John Lancaster in JOURNAL OF NATURAL HISTORY 
(1999)"This revised and updated book includes chapters on the classification of fish, their history through the ages, 
their habitats, adaptations and behaviour, and, most importantly, their conservation status - a hitherto much neglected 
subject. The book is illustrated with over 200 superb photographs and 150 excellent paintings, diagrams and 
distribution maps. Written in an easily understood style by an international team of experts, this beautifully produced 
book is a wonderful introduction to the underwater world of fishes." --Christopher Lever in ZOOLOGICAL 
JOURNAL OF THE LINNEAN SOCIETY (1999)Praise for the First Edition"I cannot imagine a book on fishes with 
more strikingly beautiful photographs than are found in this one. Some are truly magnificent... The fascinating facts 
about fishes are near endless." --THE TUSCALOOSA NEWS"Encyclopedia of Fishes is a thorough examination of 
the fascinating world of fishes, with high-quality color photos and illustrations and very readable, well-researched text 
by leading experts." --THE INTERNATIONAL ANGLER"Beautifully illustrated and far-reaching in scope." --
SCIENCE NEWS"Considering price, and the information presented, this book rates as a best buy and deserves space 
on every aquarist's bookshelf... You need only look at the list of contributors to get an idea of the scope in the book." --
AQUARIUM FISH MAGAZINE"This is a spectacular book with stunning photographs, excellent illustrations by D. 
Kirshner, and sections by 45 authors, each an authority on some special aspect or group of fishes... This book is 
excellently designed and certainly well organized... At this price no one seriously interested in fishes can afford to be 
without a copy." --COPEIA"This book gives a magnificent view of fishes for laypersons, students, and professionals. I 
heartily recommend this book for all who have an interest in fish and who want an enjoyable source of information. 
The material is rich and the price is low." --Joseph S. Nelson, University of Alberta, in FISHERIESAbout the 
AuthorJohn R. Paxton is a senior research scientist at the Australian Museum, Sydney. He has conducted fieldwork in 
many South Pacific countries, and has taken part in numerous deep-sea expeditions. His current work involves 
attempts to unravel the mysteries of the biology and evolutionary relationships of the deep-sea whalefishes. He has 
served as foundation secretary and president of the Australian Society for Fish Biology, and has written more than 60 
scientific papers and popular articles.William N. Eschmeyer is Director of Research and Curator of the Department of 
Ichthyology at the California Academy of Sciences, a major natural history museum in San Francisco, California. His 
research specialty is scorpionfishes and their allies. Since 1982 he has been involved with the preparation of databases, 
summarizing information about fishes on a worldwide basis. 


