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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Poor binding on the hardcover editionBy Michael Simonel am sad
about this review because | so wanted the contents of this volume. The binding of this hardcover edition isterrible.
This should be 2 volumes because, unless you're going to have sewn or hybrid binding, the spine will be very weak
and it certainly is. It arrived with the spine already cracked at page 186. The point: probably great content (based on
thereviews | was eager to use it) but the binding and presentation itself is quite inferior.1 of 1 people found the
following review helpful. Great Resource for Early Christian TheologyBy Larry D. EllisThisis aresource that can
reveal the theological understanding of many of the ancient church fathers. It istopically driven and written in clear
English. It can provide a reader with an expansive bibliography of many other works to help the reader gain a broad
perspective on a number of topics.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy John doeA good
book on the history of religeons
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First published in 1997. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor Francis, an informa company.

From Library Journal This single-volume encyclopedia contains 977 articles by 135 qualified scholars of various
academic and ecumenical backgrounds, with coverage extending from New Testament times to approximately 600
A.D. Entries cover persons, places, doctrines, and practices and include some articles on modern scholars important to
the study of early Christianity. The entries vary in length, but each begins with a brief definition, or identification,
followed by chronological or topical development. Excellent short bibliographies following each article give patristic
citations, editions, tranglations, and studies. The articles avoid technical language and provide good basic summaries
of the material. Thiswork will be useful for teachers, scholars, and students as well as for reference work.
Recommended for public and academic libraries.- C. Robert Nixon, M.L.S., Lafayette, Ind.Copyright 1990 Reed
Business Information, Inc. ..."concise and reliable information. Highly recommended as a core title in all personal and
professional Christian historical studies collections."-The Midwest Book "It is atestimony to the vitality and breadth
of early Christian studiesin North America. It is aso testimony to the perceptive editing and revising skills of Everett
Ferguson and his associate editors, Michael McHugh and Frederick Norris."-The Catholic Historical "[I]ndispensable
for the scholar for its concise and accurate information as well as the basic and updated bibliography for every entry.
We commend the editor, contributors and publisher for this major achievement and valuable reference on the early
Church."-Coptic Church ..."provides a useful orientation to the major topics, the scholarly issues, and the literature
through which to begin exploring an important but complex set of places, times, and people."-Church History
"Remarkably successful in its aim to be comprehensive....This substantive reference work will continue to appeal to
general readers and students as well as specialists. Highly recommended."-Library Journal About the AuthorEverett
Ferguson received S.T.B. and Ph.D. degrees from Harvard University, where he was Honorary John Harvard Fellow.
He has taught most of his career at Abilene Christian University, where he has twice been honored in his college as
Teacher of the Y ear. Everett Ferguson has been president of the North American Patristic Society, served on the
Council of the American Society of Church History, and is now on the Council of the Association Internationale
d'ftudes Patristiques. His books include Backgrounds of Early Christianity, 2nd ed. (1993), Early Christians Speak,
rev. ed. (1987), and (with A.J. Malherbe) Gregory of Nyssa: Life of Moses(1378). He was founding editor of The
Second Century, co-editor of Journal of Early Christian Studies, and general editor of Garland's 18-volume Studiesin
Early Christianity(1993).



