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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Encyclopedia of

Consumption and Waste: The Social Science of Garbage:
0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy PeterGreat and fast service
Archaeologists and anthropol ogists have long studied artifacts of refuse from the distant past as a portal into ancient

civilizations, but examining what we throw away today tells astory in real time and becomes an important and useful
tool for academic study. Trash is studied by behavioral scientists who use data compiled from the exploration of


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1412988195

dumpsters to better understand our modern society and culture. Why does the average American household send 470
pounds of uneaten food to the garbage can on an annual basis? How do different societies around the world cope with
their garbage in these troubled environmental times? How does our trash give insight into our attitudes about gender,
class, religion, and art? The Encyclopedia of Consumption and Waste explores the topic across multiple disciplines
within the social sciences and ranges further to include business, consumerism, environmentalism, and marketing to
comprise an outstanding reference for academic and public libraries.

From School Library JournalGr 9 Up-Singular in scope, this work goes beyond environmental issues to also cover the
anthropological, archeological, historical, philosophical, political, and sociological aspects of garbage. The editors
share a passion for waste, and expertsin the field author entries on a wide range of topics, including the culture of
garbage, in more than 40 different geographic regions. Entries take an interdisciplinary approach; for example, the one
on kitchen appliances lists the number of children who have died by being accidentally locked in landfill refrigerators
and discusses landlord appliance-upkeep requirements and the environmental consequences of CFCs. Entriesinclude a
small number of citations and provide suggestions for further reading. The writing is clear and focused, and it is
appropriate for advanced students who have minimal background information on the subject. Captioned black-and-
white photographs are included with some entries, and a thorough index and useful glossary make this a good choice
for institutions that need reference sources in the subject area.--Lindsay Cesari, Baldwinsville School District, NY (c)
Copyright 2011. Library Journals LLC, awholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution
permitted.From BooklistThis reference work is (@) trash, (b) garbage, (c) junk, (d) detritus. Of course, the answer is (€)
all of the above! Thisisthe first encyclopediato focus exclusively on garbologywhat society throws away. It covers
the usual environmental topics but with a definite archaeological, historical, and social orientation. Rather than discuss
recycling and the science of waste, the work discusses their sociological implications from ancient times through the
present day. Major topic areas include Archaeology of Garbage, Industrial and Commercial Waste, Consumption and
Personal Waste, Municipa Waste, Waste Collection and Disposal, and Sociology of Waste. Although thereisa
definite focus on the U.S., including an entry for every state, the editors have given the work an international flavor by
including entries on major cities, nations, and regions of the globe. All articles were contributed by scholars but are
written for the general adult reader. Each entry includes a bibliography of additional readings from books, journal
articles, and websites. Black-and-white illustrations accompany some articles but do not do much to enhance the text.
The encyclopedia contains a glossary of terms; a short chronology of major developments in waste disposal and
management; and a resource guidebibliography. One of the most interesting features of this work is the Garbology 101
section, an almost 100-page narrative appendix written by contributing editor Rathje. In a sometimes humorous,
sometimes sobering, but always idiosyncratic and engaging tone, it presents a comprehensive review of the issues
surrounding consumption in todays society. This appendix alone is almost worth the price of the encyclopedia.
Unfortunately, the appendix does not appear to have been indexed, which means that many readers will miss out on
the content provided by this gem. If your library supports usersinterested in the environment, you will not want to
throw out this new work. --David Tyckoson



