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Ainslie T. Embree : Encyclopedia of Asian History (4 Volumes)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Encyclopedia of Asian History (4 Volumes): 

This exhaustive 4-vol. reference provides a full record of Asia -- its history, geography, politics, cultures, and people. 
The 3,000 original articles cover places, eras, and events, and include over 1,200 biographies.
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