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John Ayto : Dictionary of Word Origins: Histories of More Than 8,000 English-Language Words  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Dictionary of Word Origins: 
Histories of More Than 8,000 English-Language Words: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Definately something to consider.By NojokesThis book is great. It 
even has "dirty" words and the origins.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Future WordsmithsBy Curt 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1559702141


PhillipsDr. Templeton (University of Nevada at Reno) of Words Their Way fame recommended this book to me 
because I teach seventh graders who like to use big words on people. They like to know big words, their contextual 
and denotative meanings, and they use them every chance they get. For instance, one of our November words was 
"tractable." My students loved this word because they are learning the fine art of looking calm and in control on the 
outside--even if they are the exact opposite on the inside. One student told her mother that she was just going to have 
to be tractable about going to a relative's house over the holidays.If you like to know about words beyond their 
definitions, this is an excellent resource. If you teach school and want to captivate your students, you most certainly 
need this book and several others like it in your classroom collection. You can marvel at students who grab word 
origins books when there is independence time in class!1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Still useful 
though.By D. H.Interesting, but not exactly what I had in mind. Still useful though.

The average English speaker knows approximately 50,000 words -- almost 25 times more words than there are stars 
visible in the night sky. The Dictionary of Word Origins uncovers the often surprising connections between words. In 
more than 8,000 entries, the dictionary reveals the origins of and links between words like beef and cow, secret and 
crime, flour and pollen, imbecile and bacteria, plankton and complain. Written in a clear and informative style, the 
Dictionary of Word Origins shows how English today has developed from its Indo-European origins and how diverse 
influences on the language have intermingled. This highly browsable reference also looks at the many new words and 
coinages that enter the language every year.

.com Learn about the hidden and often surprising histories of and connections between English words and their non-
English ancestors. Perhaps the best inexpensive etymological dictionary available today. 


