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Tamra Andrews : Dictionary of Nature Myths: Legends of the Earth, Sea, and Sky  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Dictionary of Nature Myths: Legends of the Earth, 
Sea, and Sky: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Nature Myths are so interesting.By laeorlandoVery informative and 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0195136772


in perfect condition when I received it.11 of 11 people found the following review helpful. Read a Dictionary Straight 
Through? Yup!By ElizabethA wonderful reference! The book is well written and explains how many myths across the 
globe are connected (myths about a flood, the sun, the moon, etc.). Anyone interested in the study of mythology 
should have this book on their shelf. For the Pagan readers out there, while this is not directed at Pagans (in other 
words, you won't learn how to cast a circle, etc.) I would very highly recommend it to understand the mythology 
surrounding your particular path, and how it relates to other cultures. Just about every culture is given a place in this 
book--from the various Native American cultures (North, Central and South) to the Celts, Middle East, Asian, and 
many more.Bottom line: A mythology lover's dream.8 of 8 people found the following review helpful. Librarian's 
FavoriteBy A CustomerThis is a very thorough, yet readable, book that I use all the time in helping students that come 
to our Library. It's amazing how many times I've used this book. It seems to span so many subject areas. I would 
recommend it for any reference collection that serves high school and college students.

This engaging reference work explores our age-old desire to interpret and control natural phenomena. Without the 
benefit of science, our ancestors sought to explain forces--such as wind, clouds, earthquakes, and stars--in a manner 
they believed to be inexorably connected to the will of the gods. Mythology afforded them the means to make sense of 
the world's seemingly senseless aspects.The Dictionary of Nature Myths is a unique addition to the mythological 
literature. It pulls information from a variety of disciplines including archaeology, anthropology, religious studies, 
astronomy, meteorology, and geology. The book's main subject areas concern natural forces, gods and goddesses of 
natural forces, terms relating to the myths of natural forces, and broad geographical areas. Within these categories 
Tamra Andrews groups stories from cultures around the globe, tales of an animated universe moved by supernatural 
power. Her volume is comprehensive and fully cross-referenced, and it contains a lengthy bibliography and an 
innovative guide to primary sources. Readers young and old will delight in reading about ABSU, a freshwater ocean 
that the Mesopotamians believed flowed beneath the earth; about IX CHEL, the Mayan moon and water goddess who 
controlled floods and rainbows; and about YGGDRASIL, the huge evergreen ash tree of Norse mythology that marked 
the center of the world. These entries and hundreds more will enchant and inform as they show how and why people 
from all ages and all cultures found power and magic in the natural world.

About the AuthorTamra Andrews is a former university reference librarian who has written professionally about 
astronomical mythology for the last nine years. She has written for both children and adults, and has been a longtime 
contributor to "Star Date", the National Public Radio program and magazine produced by the McDonald Observatory 
at the University of Texas. 


