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Eric Partridge : Dictionary of Catch Phrases  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised Dictionary of Catch Phrases: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Orsola M. CharetteIf you like words this is a fun book 
to have0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Maya BeridzeThank you.10 of 12 people found 
the following review helpful. A page turnerBy WordsMusicPerhaps most readers don't think of a "Dictionary" as a 
page turner, but this volume should come w/ a warning: if you open this during some sort of serious scholarly pursuit, 
you WILL be distracted. As an editor, Paul Bell has picked up not merely where Eric Partridge left off, but w/ the 
same lively tone that Partridge is famous for. Eric Partridge must surely have been the most delightful of dinner 
guests, w/ stories and quotes to astonish and delight for hours. This book fills something of the same purpose. It has 
voice! Even if you have Partridge's Dictionary of Slang and Unconventional Usage (a book you cannot put down after 
looking up just one thing!) this is a fine addition to any library. "Slang etc." has many of these catchphrases, but in this 
volume, given separately, it's easier to chase down some link or thought or phrase. As ever, Partridge's Dictionaries are 
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scrupulous about dating their entries and citing the source. That this lists both British and American together also 
differentiates it from the "Dictionary of Slang." This book should be a must-have reference book for any writer, if only 
to remind you of the swath and vivacity of expression. And, it's a wonderful tool for procrastination.

A catch phrase is a well-known, frequently-used phrase or saying that has `caught on' or become popular over along 
period of time. It is often witty or philosophical and this Dictionary gathers together over 7,000 such phrases.

'This is an entertaining work, rich in scatalogical and other forms of insult; it contains much material from the two 
world wars and the field of popular entertainment ... but maintains a fair degree of scholarly detachment'. - The Year's 
Work in English Studies`A delightful dictionary to browse through.' - Sunday Times`This dictionary can be read for 
the sheer fun of it - I read it on a rainy holiday and laughed constantly - but it is a useful book as well ... and like Mr. 
Partridge's dictionaries of slang ... will be indispensable.' - Paul Theroux`This is for dipping, pottering and looking 
things up ... Much marvellous stuff here. I look forward to continuous pleasure.' - Punch 


