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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Detectionary: A 
Biographical Dictionary of Leading Characters in Mystery Fiction: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. excellent, but slightly dated, referenceBy David 
Joyner"Detectionary" is a compilation of several authors (all mystery writing experts).It has a chapter "Detectives" 
with a paragraph or two on all the famous detectives from the 1800s to the mid-1970s. Sherlock Holmes actually gets 
a few pages but most get one or two paragraphs. There is a corresponding chapter "Rogues ..." on the famous bad 
guys. Again, most get a few paragraphs. The chapter "Cases" provides a short plot summary, minus spoilers, of what 
they regard as the best mystery/crime/detective novels (and short story collections) up to about 1975. The final chapter 
is "Movies", which provides a plot summary of what they regard as the best movies of this genre, up to 1975. Finally, 
it has a very detailed index - about 70 pages, listed by author. For example, under Doyle, you find the detective 
(Holmes), the Rogues (Moriarty, etc), and the Titles of what they regard as his best works. In total, it is about 300 
pages, with lots of illustrations.Very useful reference, IMHO. I recommend this book to those who like this genre.1 of 
1 people found the following review helpful. Incomplete and outdated, but still handyBy Paul RobergeThe book 
covers detective fiction up to the 1970's. It's arranged in 5 parts: Detectives, Rogues Helpers, Cases, and Movies, with 
a final section that lists authors and their works.Each of the first four sections presents a brief description of each item 
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in the category. The final section lists authors alphabetically, with works and publication date. The list of works is 
incomplete (omitting several pre-70's novels).Still, it's a handy collection of summary information on detective fiction.

Fine in dj. Orig. pub. in 1971 in a limted ed. First Trade ed. A biographical dict. of Mystery Characters. Illustrated by 
Photos etc. 1st Trade edition. Binding is cloth.


