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Eric L Haralson, Kendall Johnson : Critical Companion to Henry James: A Literary Reference to His Life and 
Work (Critical Companion (Hardcover))  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised Critical Companion to Henry James: A Literary Reference to His Life and Work (Critical 
Companion (Hardcover)): 

Critical Companion to Henry James covers the life and works of Henry James as well as the related people, places, and 
topics that shaped his writing. Other features in this new title include a chronology of James's life, bibliographies of 
his works and of secondary sources, and black-and-white photographs and illustrations, providing essential 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0816068860


background for the study of this literary master.

From BooklistCritical Companion to Henry James is the latest installment in the Facts On File Critical Companion 
series and follows the typical series structure of four parts: Biography, Jamess Works, Related People, Places, and 
Topics, and Appendixes. Part 2, Jamess Works, is divided into sections for Novels, Short Stories and Novellas, and 
Nonfiction. Entries contain a synopsis, a critical analysis, and a list of characters (for fiction), and each includes 
references for further reading. The AZ entries in part 3, Related People, Places and Topics, cover a wide range of 
subjects including the Civil War; Howells, William Dean; and Lamb House. The appendixes offer a bibliography of 
works, a bibliography of secondary sources, and a chronology of James life. The book has two great strengths. The 
first is that the entries are readable and engaging. The second is the inclusion of a critical analysis for every work in 
part 2 and a list of references for all entries in parts 2 and 3. Authors Haralson (Stony Brook University) and Johnson 
(Swarthmore College) provide this level of information with the assistance of more than 60 contributors. Although no 
comprehensive list of contributors is provided, each entry lists the contributors name and credentials. This book is an 
excellent resource for school, public, and academic libraries. Also available as an e-book. --Cynthia CrosserAbout the 
AuthorEric Haralson, associate professor of English at SUNY Stony Brook, is the author of Henry James and Queer 
Modernity and of numerous essays on the sexual politics of Anglo-American prose and poetry. He has also served as 
editor of the authoritative Encyclopedia of American Poetry. 


