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1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A good book for someone with a goal to break into ...By RRA good 
book for someone with a goal to break into the tech industry. Some information is very helpful, but a majority of it can 
easily be found via Google search.1 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Must read for anyone applying to 
their 1st job in techBy Jay TovaAppreciate Gayle's thorough approach. Definitely recommend for new college grads 
and those who never worked in tech and are looking for their 1st job in this space. This book is a beast and for me was 
best used by skipping around to relevant materials. Some of the sections such as resumes, etc. might be common sense 
but could be useful for others. I work at a top tech company and can say that Gayle is spot on with some of her 
insights. Found the interview section very useful. Would have appreciated a less dry approach ala Ramit Sethi. But 
wish it came from the author as she obviously is an expert in this job category.0 of 1 people found the following 
review helpful. Four StarsBy Q Wizzlegood book, helpful tips

Become the applicant Google can't turn down Cracking the Tech Career is the job seeker's guide to landing a coveted 
position at one of the top tech firms. A follow-up to The Google Resume, this book provides new information on what 
these companies want, and how to show them you have what it takes to succeed in the role. Early planners will learn 
what to study, and established professionals will discover how to make their skillset and experience set them apart 
from the crowd. Author Gayle Laakmann McDowell worked in engineering at Google, and interviewed over 120 
candidates as a member of the hiring committee in this book, she shares her perspectives on what works and what 
doesn't, what makes you desirable, and what gets your resume saved or deleted. Apple, Microsoft, and Google are the 
coveted companies in the current job market. They field hundreds of resumes every day, and have their pick of the 
cream of the crop when it comes to selecting new hires. If you think the right alma mater is all it takes, you need to 
update your thinking. Top companies, especially in the tech sector, are looking for more. This book is the complete 
guide to becoming the candidate they just cannot turn away. Discover the career paths that run through the top tech 
firms Learn how to craft the prefect resume and prepare for the interview Find ways to make yourself stand out from 
the hordes of other applicants Understand what the top companies are looking for, and how to demonstrate that you're 
it These companies need certain skillsets, but they also want a great culture fit. Grades aren't everything, experience 
matters, and a certain type of applicant tends to succeed. Cracking the Tech Career reveals what the hiring committee 
wants, and shows you how to get it.

From the Back CoverPREPARE TO SAY YES TO A CAREER AT THE WORLDS MOST EXCITING 
COMPANIES Lets be real: preparing for a career at one of the worlds most powerful companies can be incredibly 
challenging. But, if tech is the right place for you, it could be the most rewarding challenge of your life. In Cracking 
the Tech Career, Gayle Laakmann MCDowell compiles countless insider tips on how to stand out from the hordes of 
applicants to land the most coveted jobs in the tech industry. Google, Facebook, Microsoft, and other top tech firms 
are at the cutting edge when it comes to employment. But with perks like free organic food and shuttles to and from 
work, these companies can afford to be choosy. Successful candidates have to be special. Cracking the Tech Career 
walks you through the whole process. This book is for any student or job seeker who ever wonderedis tech right for 
me? Even if you arent a programmer, breaking into Silicon Valley takes some planning. In Cracking the Tech Career, 
youll learn what its really like to work for the big names and the small startups. Get the experience that theyre looking 
for discover how to: Get your foot in the door with a knockout resume Nail the tricky coding, behavioral, and 
estimation questions Break into the exclusive world of game design Get offered the job! With job offers from over 10 
tech firms, Gayle Laakmann MCDowell knows her stuff. Read Cracking the Tech Career to find out how she did it, 
and learn how you can, too!About the AuthorGAYLE LAAKMANN MCDOWELL worked as a software engineer for 
Google, Microsoft, and Apple, and has received offers from ten other top tech firms. She was one of Googles most 
active interviewers and served on Googles hiring committee. As the founder/CEO of CareerCup.com, she now 
consults with tech companies on their hiring process and coaches candidates through the process. 


