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John J. Mearsheimer : Conventional Deterrence (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs)  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Conventional Deterrence (Cornell Studies in 
Security Affairs): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. excellente bookBy Juan E. Battaleme MartinezA must read to all 
practicioner and academic who works with the military, But also if you belong to a country where we should to think 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0801493463


again what conventional deterrance means.8 of 10 people found the following review helpful. very good definition of 
conventional war strategiesBy Robert J. CrawfordThis is a good book that clearly defines three modes of conventional 
war: 1) limited territiorial engagments for border regions and disputed territiories (e.g. the Franco-German disputes 
over Alsace-Lorriane); 2) total wars of attrition, in which entire industrial economies are mobilized over an extended 
front (e.g. WWI); 3) the blitzkrieg, in which supply lines and communications are cut so that the entire structure of an 
enemy crumbles and can be quickly overrun (e.g. WWII). As far as it goes, this is very interesting and brilliantly 
described. However, it does not cover la guerre subversive, or guerilla wars, as we saw in Vietnam and are seeing 
today in Irak with the suicide bombers. While this might be called a war of attrition, it does not really fit into the 
framework that Mearsheimer presented, as the country is already occupied and there is no front. While I enjoyed the 
analysis of the three types above, what I was looking for was the uncovered type. Nonethless, this is an excellent book 
and well worth the read.Recommended.3 of 6 people found the following review helpful. About This Book (and Table 
of Contents)By TheseusAbout the 1983 first edition hardcover (ISBN 0801415691)...Cornell University Press, 
hardcover with dustjacket, cloth over hardback boards with a sewn binding. 296 pp. Indexed. Over 50 pp of 
bibliographic and narrative End Notes. 17 p Bibliography.TABLE OF CONTENTSIntroductionContentional 
DeterrenceThe Allied Decision Not to Attack Germany, March 1939-May 1940The German Decision to Attack in the 
West, 1939-1940Conventional Deterrence and the Arab-Israeli ConflictThe Prospects for Contentional Deterrence in 
Central EuropePrecision-Guided Munitions and Conventional DeterrenceConclusion

Conventional Deterrence is a book about the origins of war. Why do nations faced with the prospect of large-scale 
conventional war opt for or against an offensive strategy? John J. Mearsheimer examines a number of crises that led to 
major conventional wars to explain why deterrence failed. He focuses first on Allied and German decision making in 
the years 19391940, analyzing why the Allies did not strike first against Germany after declaring war and, conversely, 
why the Germans did attack the West. Turning to the Middle East, he examines the differences in Israeli and Egyptian 
strategic doctrines prior to the start of the major conventional conflicts in that region. Mearsheimer then critically 
assays the relative strengths and weaknesses of NATO and the Warsaw Pact to determine the prospects for 
conventional deterrence in any future crisis. He is also concerned with examining such relatively technical issues as 
the impact of precision-guided munitions (PGM) on conventional deterrence and the debate over maneuver versus 
attrition warfare.Mearsheimer pays considerable attention to questions of military strategy and tactics. Challenging the 
claim that conventional detrrence is largely a function of the numerical balance of forces, he also takes issue with the 
school of thought that ascribes deterrence failures to the dominance of "offensive" weaponry. In addition to examining 
the military consideration underlying deterrence, he also analyzes the interaction between those military factors and 
the broader political considerations that move a nation to war.

"Mearsheimer offers a fine example of how defense policy analysis should be conducted. He demonstrates an 
excellent grasp of proportion and priority in concentrating on some of the most important yet understudied questions 
of deterrence and modern warfare. Why, he asks, are offensive strategies accepted or avoided by states facing the 
prospect of large-scale conventional war? In answering this question, Mearsheimer confronts other questions of 
politics and perceptions that the strategic nuclear deadlock has only accentuated. The historic and technical details are 
handled masterfully while lessons are drawn for assessing the pivotal military balance in central Europe. This is a 
sophisticated yet thoroughly lucid book worthy of careful attention by any student of U.S. national security 
policy."Journal of Policy Analysis and Management"John Mearsheimer has got his timing just right. There is much 
current talk about the need to this and do that to bolster NATO's conventional forces, but there is no conceptual 
framework for assessing all these proposals. This is a carefully argued and well-written study that should immediately 
raise the quality of the debate. Most importantly, it draws effectively on history to illuminate contemporary 
problems."Lawrence Freedman, New Republic"An intelligent, well-researched, and organized study."Foreign 
AffairsAbout the AuthorJohn J. Mearsheimer is R. Wendell Harrison Distinguished Service Professor of Political 
Science at the University of Chicago. He is the author of many books, includingWhy Leaders Lie: The Truth about 
Lying in International Politics 


