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Richard A. Spears : Common American Phrases in Everyday Context  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Common American Phrases in Everyday Context: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Yup, they are American Phrases alright....By QZOCKYup, they are 
American Phrases alright....Good for someone who needs to learn American English.0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. helpful for new immigrants but phrases lke "stay on top ...By Cindyhelpful for new immigrants but 
phrases lke "stay on top of it" are not on the list. worth the value. slow shipping.91 of 94 people found the following 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0844251542


review helpful. Better as a reference than a gudeBy A CustomerHere's the problem: Context isn't considered in the 
book's FORMAT; the book gives phrases and idioms in alphabetical order. There are examples of usage given for each 
entry, but the alphabetical listing is not helpful for students learning new phrases, that is, there is no grouping in 
context. For example, if you want to learn a set of common phrases used when telephoning, or when you perhaps want 
to find out how to interrupt someone politely or otherwise, you're out of luck with this book. No way to go to a section 
on phoning, or conversational guidelines. To use this book, you need to have heard a phrase, memorized it, and want 
to look it up. It can be a good reference, probably useful for students doing translations.In short, it's a shelf book, not a 
book geared for teachers to teach with or students to teach themselves from.

"Common American Phrases in Everyday Contexts, " by lexicographer Richard A. Spears, Ph.D., contains 1,700 
common phrases and colloquial expressions used in contemporary American English.

About the AuthorRichard A. Spears, Ph.D., is a reference editor, lexicographer, and former linguistics professor at 
Northwestern University who has written more than 30 dictionaries. 


