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Alexander Ibarz, Toni Ibarz: Colloquial Catalan: A Complete Coursefor Beginners (Colloguial Series) before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Colloquia Catalan: A
Complete Course for Beginners (Colloquia Series):


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0415234123

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. And because good pronunciation is keyBy CKinJPi can't rate the
effectiveness, since my practice was limited. But don't expect Pimsleur or the Rosetta Stone. Not the "Complete
Course" the title suggests. And because good pronunciation is key, an audio CD seemed essential to my learning, and
was an unexpected extra expense. Maybe | didn't read thoroughly.As it turned out, most people | encountered in
Barcelona spoke Spanish as easily as Catalan. If | were to go back there for any amount of time, I'd probably giveit a
try again, and then enroll in aclassin BCN.30 of 32 people found the following review helpful. Look for Teach

Y ourself CatalanBy Gwilymin recent years, Routledge has gone from consistently producing excellent language
courses to producing some excellent courses and some bad courses. Unfortunately, Colloquial Catalan is a prime
example of the very worst Colloquial courses. The main error in this course is the fact that it's exceptionally limited.
After completing some of the more extensive Colloquia courses, you will master the grammar of the language and
have a solid basic vocabulary. Colloquial courses like Colloquia Italian, Colloquial Czech, Colloquia Albanian or
Calloquial Icelandic list over 2000 words. The average Colloquial courses list 1000-1500 words. In sharp contrast,
Colloguial Catalan doesn't even reach 600 words!In my opinion, the Colloquial courses are often a better option than
Teach Yourself courses, but that's not the case with Catalan. Teach Y ourself Catalan will teach you more than twice as
much as Colloguial Catalan.14 of 18 people found the following review helpful. Future tourist with language
background uses audio onlyBy SF in BostonThe production quality of the disks is excellent; you can hear people
breathe out on certain sounds. There are at least half a dozen different speakers, each with their own enunciation
quirks and conversational speed.Although very little English is provided and these disks are not intended to stand
alone, | was able to guess 90% of the content of the first disk based on my memory of high school French and my
contact with Spanish speakers over the years. The very short dialogues present enough context that it is easy to guess
what is going on, and the lessons build slowly in complexity. Phrases useful for survival are emphasized--gambits for
the hotel reservation desk, the restaurant, the telephone. This course is exactly what it is billed to be: colloquial .While
itisclear that | could never master grammar without written material, the time spent listening to this disk has been
worthwhile (I have only tried the first of the two in the set). At times when | am desperate to see aword written out, |
have been able to find it using the internet, on sites such as[...] For atourist who only has time to study while
commuting, | think thisis agreat study program.

Colloquia Catalan provides a step-by-step coursein Catalan asit is written and spoken today. Combining a user-
friendly approach with a thorough treatment of the language, it equips learners with the essential skills needed to
communicate confidently and effectively in Catalan in a broad range of situations. No prior knowledge of the language
isrequired. Key features include: progressive coverage of speaking, listening, reading and writing skills structured,
jargon-free explanations of grammar an extensive range of focused and stimulating exercises realistic and entertaining
dialogues covering a broad variety of scenarios useful vocabulary lists throughout the text additional resources
available at the back of the book, including afull answer key, a grammar summary and bilingual glossaries Balanced,
comprehensive and rewarding, Colloquial Catalan will be an indispensable resource both for independent learners and
students taking courses in Catalan. Course components. The complete course comprises the book and audio materials.
These are available to purchase separately in paperback, ebook, CD and MP3 format. The paperback and CDs can also
be purchased together in the great-value Colloquials pack. Paperback: 978-0-415-23412-2 (please note this does not
include the audio) CDs: 978-0-415-30256-2 eBook: 978-0-203-64125-5 (available to purchase separately from
http://ebookstore.tandf.co.uk/audio_viewbooks.aspx. Please note this does not include the audio) MP3s: 978-0-415-
47100-8 (available to purchase separately from http://ebookstore.tandf.co.uk/audio_viewbooks.aspx) Pack : 978-0-415-
44203-9 (paperback and CDs) For the eBook and MP3 pack, please find instructions on how to access the
supplementary content for thistitle in the Prelims section.



