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Richard Wolbers : Cleaning Painted Surfaces: Aqueous Methods  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Cleaning Painted Surfaces: Aqueous Methods: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. If you want to clean a painting, read thisBy Bill PenIf you want to 
clean an oil painting without damaging, you need to read this book. Unless you have a background in chemistry, you 
will find it difficult and frustrating, but you need to wade through this to understand what's going on. And you need to 
get rid of all the other older books on this topic. Wolbers knows his stuff. He explains acids and bases, surfactants, 
detergents, emulsions, chelation, enzymes, and clearance. You need to know this so you can determine what will work 
on which kind of surface to remove dirt or various kinds of varnish or oil without damaging the underlying paint. I 
took chemistry and organic chemistry in college forty years ago, getting Cs, and I remember enough to read it, but not 
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enough to figure out a Molar equivalent or anything, so I got through this without understanding everything. Really, I 
just wanted formulas for making the right gels for cleaning some paintings I bought cheap. I don't have access to the 
equipment necessary for examining paint layers under a microscope. This book does have some formulas, and if you 
pay attention and know how to use scales and beakers and chemicals, you can make these, then carefully figure out 
which one works. I wish it were easier for the likes of me, but now I know the theory behind it. However, the author 
has now worked with a chemical company to put together the Persist Solvent Gels Kit. It's expensive. Look it up 
online. It has six different solvents already gelled, and you can try them and see which works. Read the instructions! 
And read this book first. With care, you can clean paintings without causing harm. Maybe. There are also YouTube 
videos. Look up Wolbers for a five part lecture. Look up Persist to see it used.0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. Excellent.By Craig DellerCHANGED THINKING FOREVER,.

An aid to understanding the selection of solutions where a painting / object cannot be cleaned by more traditional 
methods.


