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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Required TextbookBy Living In SoCalY et another required textbook
for yet another art class. I'm at aloss on this one, people. Lively debates and central issuesinvolved in art. You
know...I wish | had the time to have one of those lively debates about those central issues. Bet they take placein
Starbucks.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great little book! By MeganL ots of great ideas and infoin
here. It's atextbook that | have actually enjoyed reading! 0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Definitely
an interesting look into the origins and creation of ...By victoriao1205Definitely an interesting look into the origins
and creation of public art museums and the history up until recently. | purhcased this for a college course but it was
definitely an interesting read if you are interested in public institutions especially art museums

Illustrated with over fifty photos, Civilizing Rituals merges contemporary debates with lively discussion and explores
central issues involved in the making and displaying of art asindustry and how it is presented to the community. Carol
Duncan looks at how nations, institutions and private individuals present art , and how art museums are shaped by
cultural, social and political determinants. Civilizing Ritualsisideal reading for students of art history and museum
studies, and professionalsin the field will also find much of interest here.

Duncan balances her reading of the museum as economically motivated and culturally specific sign with a
theoretically promising investigation of ritual and liminality in the gallery context.From the Back Coverln a
groundbreaking study, Carol Duncan explores the function of art museums asritual settings and as cultura artifacts
that are much more than neutral shelters for art. She illuminates the ways in which museums in France, Britain and the
U.S. engage their visitorsin the performance of ritual scenarios and, through them, communicate and affirm ideas,
values and social identities.About the AuthorCarol Duncan teaches art history at Ramapo College of New Jersey. She
iswell known as one of the pioneers of a new social-political approach to art history and criticism and has been one of
the strongest feminist voicesin the "new art history". Her essays have been collected in The Aesthetics of Power
(1993).



