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Marvin R. Shanken : Cigar Companion (Connoisseur's Guides)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Cigar Companion (Connoisseur's Guides): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Four star only because of the authorBy Owen M. McKinneyIf you 
need a "cigar companion," then read Tad Gage's book, "The Complete Idiot's Guide to Cigars, 2nd Edition. That's the 
book you need. Then you can buy this book only because of the author, Marvin R. Shanken, who is the brains behind 
twenty years of the Cigar Aficionado magazine's success. Obviously he knows of what he speaks. I just wish he had 
spent more time with it in this book.This is a very light read, and a short book compared to Gage's book. Still being a 
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rather quick read, I enjoyed it. I have included this book in to my personal library. Now to really put it into 
perspective, I would get rid of this book before I got rid of either of Gage's books, and no, I'm not Gage's 
grandfather.Owen M. McKinney0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 'Cigar Companion' by Marvin R 
Shanken (Cigar Aficianado)By phillipAn attractive book with a wealth of information both factual and anecdotal 
about cigars, makers and industry characters.For the novice there is a very clear pattern shown about the quality of 
cigars by different makers; this includes the makers whose cigars consistently gained the most favourable reviews over 
some years of manufacture. Essentially by this I mean that there are some makers whose cigars I'd tend to trust sight 
unseen, and would buy. The importance of this to me is that I buy from dealers in the US for consumption in 
Australia.I'd like to see an updated and revised edition as this copy was published in 2005,and there has obviously 
been some activity in the industry since then.A good no-nonsense book which would benefit from either revision or 
supplementary published updates. Inexpensive, well presented and a good listing of scores for individual cigars by the 
gurus. Few would not get good value from this book.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
CONNOISSEUR'S GUIDE TO A HAPPY LIFE WITH A HAND-ROLLED DOMINICAN CIGAR IN ONE HAND 
AND A SINGLE MALT SCOTCH IN THE OTHERBy R J STEPHENSON III PURCHASED TWO OF THESE 
HARDBOUND BOOKS. A GREAT EXPERIENCE WITH THE BUSINESS ASPECT OF THIS TRANSACTION 
[COST + SPEED + EFFICIENCY]. I CONSIDER MYSELF STILL A NOVICE IN THIS PARTICULAR FACET 
OF MY LIFE. I LOVE TRYING NEW THINGS AND BRINGING BACK OLD LOVES AS WELL. I HAD MY 
FIRST CIGAR AT THE AGE OF 18 OR 19. I LOVED THEM WITH A NAVAN COGNAC [NAVAN WAS 
PULLED \FROM THE MARKET IN 2012 OR 2013].

Cigar Aficionado magazine, known worldwide for its celebration of the good things in life, revolutionized the art and 
enjoyment of cigar smoking. More than one million readers turn to the magazine to learn about the world's most 
enjoyable cigars, spirits, wines, beers, restaurants, resorts, collectibles, and more. In each issue, the editors evaluate a 
wide variety of cigars in a blind tasting format and rate them on a 100-point scale. Our previous Cigar Aficionado 
titles have sold a combined total of nearly half a million copies. Now Cigar Aficionado presents the ultimate resource, 
an easy-to-use, full-color guide with ratings and tasting notes for more than 200 fine cigars, organized by brand. For 
less than the price of 3 good cigars, it also explores the history and production of cigars, with expert advice on buying, 
storage, preparation, and smoking etiquette. With a wealth of useful information, this is an essential reference for both 
connoisseurs and those just beginning to appreciate the pleasures of cigars.

About the AuthorMarvin R. Shanken is the chairman and owner of M. Shanken Communications, Inc., which 
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