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5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Definitely worth reading to find your place in the many 
opportunities in international developmentBy VeronicaIf you are trying to decide where you might fit best in the field 
of international development, this book is a must-read. I have traveled to several different countries, doing several 
different types of work. This book takes a good look at many different kinds of opportunities overseas, and makes it 
much easier to understand and see the focus. I'm very glad to have purchased this book! It will be an important one in 
my library.5 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Somewhat HelpfulBy Eli RobinerThis book would be 
more useful for people who already work in international development or those who have a very clear desired career 
path. For those like myself who are less assured of their interests, it is only somewhat helpful. To be fair, Russell does 
offer insightful personal anecdotes and sound suggestions for going about and achieving sustainable development. 
However, he does not outline how prospective practitioners might narrow down their area of interest other than 
choosing what interests them (as if one can just choose out of the blue one day between global issues that are 
seemingly equal in importance and fascination) or by building off of the qualifications they already have, which is not 
helpful for those without technical skills and/or those who do not have experience in the field.For every time that the 
author relates well to his target audience, and offers concrete, applicable advice for those considering a career in 
international development, there are at least two times that he writes something only minimally helpful, completely 
irrelevant, starry-eyed, or dogmatic. So, take what you can get in this book but don't expect much, let alone any 
revelations.5 of 7 people found the following review helpful. Choosing a Career in International DevelopmentBy 
Betty TonsingDr. Donovan Russell has just the experience necessary to write this book. He was a chief of party for 
two major USAID education projects in Africa -- one the largest funded education program USAID had funded to that 
date -- and was In-Country Peace Corps Director in Lesotho and Nepal. He worked closely with USAID, the US 
diplomatic corps, technical professionals, academics and volunteers. Most importantly, he worked also very closely -- 
and always with cultural sensitivity -- to those others would call 'natives' -- a pejorative expression -- and who Don 
called, friends. This book is not academic; it is real and honest advice coming from real and thoughtful experiences. 
Dr. Betty Tonsing Choosing a Career in International Development: A Practical Guide to Working in the Professions 
of International Development

For those considering a career in International Development, this book gives down to earth information and advice. It 
is an intriguing look at the field from top to bottom. What is International Development, its specialties and careers? 
How can one prepare? The book describes operations, challenges, and personal rewards through real life accounts.


