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Chaofen Sun : Chinese: A Linguistic Introduction  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Chinese: A Linguistic Introduction: 

16 of 16 people found the following review helpful. A good introduction to major themesBy dhydavidI am using this 
book as the textbook for my Chinese Linguistics course. I found it very accessible to students who have no linguistics 
background at all. The introduction is "jargon-free" and fun. It is a good way to introduce the Chinese language and 
culture to students who have not studied Chinese or who have had very little Chinese training. But for students who 
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have had at least a year's worth of Chinese classes, some of the chapters seem not enough for them. Such students 
probably benefit more from materials that are more in-depth. But for the targeted readership of this book, it is very 
well written and engaging. So I highly recommend this book to anyone who is interested in knowing the structure, the 
writing system and history of the Chinese language.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy C. 
N. PidgeonVery good book but Kindle edition (on iPad ) let down by very poor han zi rendition.1 of 3 people found 
the following review helpful. InterestingBy Maria-Dolores Garcia-BorronI like it very much too. Chaofen Sun is a 
good linguist , and explains clearly . However, these books are too simple and short, they are meant as introductions, 
so it cannot be very comprehensive ad many subjects are missing. I like it very much , though the other one I bought 
here by him is better; but this one also gives you valuable preliminary insights and makes you feel like wanting to 
learn much more . And meet Chaofen Sun and others like him.

Chinese is spoken by more people than any other language in the world, and has a rich social, cultural and historical 
background. This book is a comprehensive guide to the linguistic structure of Chinese, providing an accessible 
introduction to each of the key areas. It describes the fundamentals of its writing system, its pronunciation and tonal 
sound system, its morphology (how words are structured), and its syntax (how sentences are formed) - as well as its 
historical development, and the diverse ways in which it interacts with other languages. Setting the discussion of all 
aspects of Chinese firmly within the context of the language in use, Chinese: A Linguistic Introduction will be of great 
benefit to learners wishing to extend their knowledge and competence in the language, and their teachers. It will also 
be a useful starting point for students of linguistics beginning work on the structure of this major world language.

About the AuthorChaofen Sun is Associate Professor of Chinese in the Department of Asian Languages, Stanford 
University, California. 


