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From Chambers : Chambers Compact Thesaurus  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Chambers Compact Thesaurus: 

4 of 5 people found the following review helpful. One of the best, but somehow overlooked by American readersBy 
FotoPatThesauruses (or thesauri - either is correct) come in basically two flavors: Dictionary form (like this one), or 
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by theme (like Roget's International).If you prefer Roget's then you'll no doubt stay away from the Chambers 
Compact. I personally dislike the theme versions. They just feel like I'm being forced to think like the editors.In the 
world of dictionary form thesauri the Chambers stands out above the rest.It is far and away the easiest on the eyes. 
Using black text offset with light blue the book allows you to focus on different aspects of the text. The light blue text 
indicates the form of speech such as verb, adjective, etc. There's also good white space so that the black text stands 
out. The entries themselves are interspersed with valuable nuggets of information. Look up the word "government" 
and you not only get a list of synonyms, but also a list of the various forms of government such as monarchy, 
plutocracy, democracy, etc. On the same page you'll see entries for the words "gourmet" and "gourmand" along with a 
separate boxed entry explaining how each is different. These are all very nice touches. The Chambers Compact is also 
thorough with over 350,000 synonyms.Combine all of this with a reasonable price and one has to wonder why it's not 
more popular. Is it because it offers both British and American words? Perhaps. But anyone who uses a thesaurus 
frequently enough will want one that's easy on the eyes. I've seen nothing that compares with the Chambers version - 
not even Oxford. And certainly not from Webster's.I've found that it's difficult to view a copy of the Chamber's 
Compact before you purchase. If you want to get a small taste of the what the text looks like visit the Chambers main 
web site.

Chambers Compact Thesaurus is the ideal thesaurus for you if - you want a comprehensive thesaurus, with a wide 
choice of alternative and opposite words - you want a thesaurus for use at home or in the office - you want a thesaurus 
that is suitable for all students aged 14 and above that will help them with their studies - you want a thesaurus that 
contains register labels, to help you identify informal, slang and vulgar terms and use them with care - you want extra 
help with specialist terms. Comprehensive, extensive, up to date, and ideal for everyday use, this new thesaurus from 
Chambers is the perfect complement to the highly acclaimed Chambers Compact Dictionary. Chambers' use of color 
highlights aspects of the thesaurus text to make entries easy to use and information easy to find. Special features: Over 
320,000 synonyms and antonyms - the most comprehensive and extensive thesaurus of its size. Unique two-colour 
layout makes this thesaurus exceptionally easy to use. A-Z for ease of use; no complicated indexing. Entries 
subdivided for part of speech, further subdivided with illustrative examples to show meaning, to make finding the 
most appropriate synonym easy. Word games supplement. Over 300 panel entries, including - hyponym panels, which 
answer the question 'what kinds of ... are there?' - specialist terms, such as terms used in accounting and finance, 
marketing and the internet - 'parts of ...' entries, listing parts of the body, the eye, an engine, etc - 'ways of expressing 
...' entries, listing expressions of anger, happiness, etc.

About the AuthorThis internationally renowned reference publisher continues its celebrated tradition of excellence 
into the present day with such informative and authoritative works as the Chambers Crossword Dictionary, Chambers 
Encyclopedia, Chambers Biographical Dictionary and the all-new Chambers Dictionary of Quotations.Chambers is 
based in Edinburgh, as it always has been, and employs editors with a wide range of skills on dictionaries and other 
titles for a variety of users, including students and teachers of English as a foreign or second language. As well as the 
core business of publishing dictionaries and thesauruses, Chambers also publishes a range of titles on grammar and 
usage, single-volume reference titles on science, history, biography and quotations, as well as titles for Scrabble and 
crosswords. 


