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Jonathon Green : Cassell's Dictionary of Slang  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Cassell's Dictionary of Slang: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Slang help for the avid readerBy Lauri A. HeikkilaWhen 
conventional dictionaries don't cover a word that's essential to understanding what's being said.1 of 1 people found the 
following review helpful. Great source on mainly UK slangBy Captain VereGreat follow-up to Eric Partridge's classic 
works. Slang is always colorful, and, as someone who works with word meanings, I find this book very valuable.1 of 1 
people found the following review helpful. Did you ever read the dictionary as a kid?By James KenneySlang is a 
fascinating aspect of language, and unfortunately, changes quickly. Remember "Can I crash in your pad, bro' ?" When 
was the last time you heard that? But some slang stays with us, like "23 skidoo" (1890-1910). Green's entry on this 
expression is 13 lines long. It means "Get out! Go away!" (did you know that?) with theories about its origin including 
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"downdraughts created by the Flatiron Building at the corner of Broadway and 23rd St., which would blow up 
women's skirts to the delight of male observers" or "railway telegraph jargon 23...greatest urgency". Packed with 
information, this not-so-little gem is over 1,300 pages long. What about "tongue sushi", meaning to French kiss? Or 
"to swallow the Bible" meaning "to lie" ? These are just random examples culled from a couple of pages of this 
wonderful book.This edition dates from 1998. There's a 3 volume set out now, but this book is plenty for me. Did you 
ever read the dictionary as a kid? Then this book is for you. A used copy costs less than 7 bucks...a bargain!

"...broadly entertaining resource 'covers the waterfront' with 'lingo' and 'bits and bobs' from English-speaking 
countries, including Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, the United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada, parts of the 
Caribbean, and the United States....features 70,000 words and phrases dating from the early 16th century to the 
present. Typical entries include parts of speech, etymology...time periods, geography, brief definitions...usage 
examples... occasional cross references. Entries such as 'nudnik'...'New York minute'...'La la Land'...and 'beam me up, 
Scotty'...will delight...readers. Libraries...will...want to purchase this resource because of its broader coverage and 
affordable price."--Library Journal.

From Library JournalThis broadly entertaining resource "covers the waterfront" with "lingo" and "bits and bobs" from 
English-speaking countries, including Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, the United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada, 
parts of the Caribbean, and the United States. It features 70,000 words and phrases dating from the early 16th century 
to the present. Typical entries include parts of speech, etymology (Yiddish, Standard English, and Old English), 
approximate time periods, geography, brief definitions, some usage examples, and occasional cross references. Entries 
such as "nudnik" (an insignificant person), "New York minute" (in an instant), "La-La Land" (Los Angeles or a 
fantasy world), and "beam me up, Scotty" (a desire to be elsewhere, an illicit drug mixture, or a catchphrase from the 
Star Trek series) will delight some readers. Although by definition slang can be vulgar and coarse, scatological, 
derogatory, and sexual terms seem to predominate here. This paperback edition corresponds to the previous hardback 
edition (LJ 5/1/99). Libraries that already own NTC's Dictionary of American Slang and Colloquial Expressions (LJ 
6/00) or Oxford Dictionary of Slang (LJ 3/1/99) will still want to purchase this resource because of its broader 
coverage and affordable price.DElizabeth Connor, Medical Univ. of South Carolina Lib., Charleston Copyright 2000 
Reed Business Information, Inc.About the AuthorJonathon Green is a writer and broadcaster with a particular interest 
in colloquial English and slang. His many credits include the Pan Dictionary of Modern Slang and Chasing the Sun: 
Dictionary-Makers and the Dictionaries They Made. He lives in north London (N7). 


